HYMN OF THE DAY “Just As | Am, without One Plea”
1 Just as | am, without one plea, but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

ELW #592

2 Justas | am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

3 Just as | am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
because thy promise | believe, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

4 Just as | am; thy love unknown has broken ev'ry barrier down;
now to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

APOSTLES CREED ELW page 105

SHARING THE PEACE L) The peace of Christ be with you always. C) And also with you.

OFFERING/OFFERING SONG “We Give Thee but Thine Own”
We give thee but thine own, whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

ELW #686

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION L) Lord in your mercy C) Receive our prayer. @l

GREAT THANKSGIVING (around the altar)
T Words of Institution
“ﬁ" The Lord’s Prayer - ELW page 112
“ﬁ" Distribution of the Sacrament
T Benediction
SENDING SONG “This Little Light of Mine” ELW #677

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

2 Ev'rywhere | go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; ev'rywhere | go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere | go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

L) Go in peace, Serve the Lord and your neighbors. C) Thanks be to God!

-

THIS LITTLE

i

l,l, 'l,‘ o

Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
————— ‘, ————_

The Authority
of

Jesus

Matt 21:23<32

Willow Creek and Benton Lutheran Churches
October 4th, 2026

Vicar Kendra Kappler and Pastor Renae Boehmer
Accompanist: David Olson, Willow Creek, Kari Vosburg, Benton

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW page 94

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fuliness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of I Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthens you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith. Amen.



GATHERING SONG “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” v-1,2,4
1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the unity of heart and mind is like to that above.

ELW #656

2 Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers;
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.

4 From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity.

GREETING - ELW page 203, (Setting 10)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. C) And also with you.

KYRIE - ELW page 203 (sung) v, 1-3
CANTICLE OF PRAISE - ELW page 204 (sung) v,1-3

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Merciful God, you call us from our stubbornness and self-reliance into the abundant life you
desire for us. Teach us your ways, turn our hearts toward you, and free us to trust the authority
of Jesus Christ, whose love is greater than our resistance and whose mercy never lets us go;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

“PRESENTATION OF THE THIRD GRADERS BIBLES”
Cael J. Bazata — Willow Creek Rhett A. Freudenthal — Benton
Tyde H. Houck — Benton Shiloh R. Klein — Benton
Emmitt A. Schmidt - Benton

FIRST READING Ezekial 18:1-4, 25-32
"The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land
of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As | live,
says the Lord GoD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. * Know that all lives are mine;
the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.
25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it
not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit
iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the
wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall
save their life. 286 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had
committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 2° Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord
is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

30 Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord Gob.
Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 3" Cast away from you
all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the
Lord Gob. Turn, then, and live.

L) Word of God, Word of Life. All) Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING PSALM 25:1-9

"To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul.

2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over
me.

3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.

5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have trusted all the
day long.

6 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.

”Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your
steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.

8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way.

9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

L) Word of God, Word of Life. All) Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SONG/MESSAGE “The Wonders of Worship — WOW!”
| wonder. | wonder. The wonders of worship, what does it mean?
| wonder. | wonder. The wonders of worship, what does it mean?
Come and see! Come now and see!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW page 205 (sung)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL READING Matthew 21:23-32
28\When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he
was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” 2* Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then | will
also tell you by what authority | do these things. 2% Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was
it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us,
‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for
all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.

28“\What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.’ 2 He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and went. % The father went
to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not go. 3' Which of the two
did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors
and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the
way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed
him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”
L) Word of God, Word of Life. All) Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“Who do you think you are?” Pastor Renae Boehmer



